Aetat. 63.]                 The Scotch accent.
having myself taken some pains to improve my prumnuia tion, by the aid of the late Mr. Love1, of Drury-lane tlu-.Uu-, when he was a player at Edinburgh, and also of old Mr. Sheridan. Johnson said to me,'Sir, your pronunciation »•« not offensive.' With this concession I was pretty well sat isfied; and let me give my countrymen of North-Britain an advice not to aim at absolute perfection in this respect; not to speak High English, as we are apt to call what is far removed from the Scotch, but which is by no means ^<W/:'//*;• lish, and makes,'the fools who use it'Y truly ridiculous*. Good English is plain, easy, and smooth in the mouth «>f an unaffected. English Gentleman. A studied and faetitimi-, pronunciation, which requires perpetual attention and imposes perpetual constraint, is exceedingly dis^usd'tiff. A small intermixture of provincial peculiarities may, perhaps havr an agreeable effect, as the notes of different birds rmu'iir in the harmony of the grove, and please more than if they urt»-all exactly alike. I could name some ^rntleinen oi Itvlaud, to whom a slight proportion of the accent and nvitatiw nl that country is an advantage. The same observation \ul! apply to the gentlemen of Scotland. 1 do not mean that w*
1  Mr.Love was, so far as is known, the1 first who advised !li«'»\vrl| u« keep a journal.   When Boswd! was hut eighteen, writing of u ji«wnr\ he had taken, he says:—' I kept, an exurt journal, at tin- part it ul.u dr sire of my friend, Mr. Love, and sent it to him in sheets evriy JHV.I ' Letters of Boswell, p. 8.
2  'That's villainous, and shown a ino-st pitiful ambition in tin- li«*S that uses it,'   Hamlet, Hi. 2.
3  Jeffrey wrote from Oxford, whore: IK- spent nine muntlis its 17^1  A . —'The only part of a Scotchman I nu-an to abandon i* thr huiKiiagr. and language is all I expect to learn in England.'  (CiH'kbiint'.t frfftn-. i.46.)   His biographer says:—'lie certainly siHrct-ric'd in tin- iiluM-donmcnt of his habitual Scotch.   The cluing was tut wuitfrn win! i». complete, that it excited the surprise of his friends, umi lurtti-»hnl
others with ridicule for many years-----The result, on tin- whulr. u.i-.
exactly as described by Lord Holland, who .said that thuuKh jrilin "had lost the broad Scotch at Oxford, he had only gitim-d thr fuur..* English."'   Cockburn, in forgetfulmrss of Mullet's ruse, HHVH tJuit' tt»r acquisition of a pure English accent by a full-grown Seoirhuuut r, fortunately impossible.'ee post, May 9, 1773, and May 13,1778.
